Introduction
The AMORES project was awarded €299,500 under the European Union Comenius Multilateral funding stream of the Lifelong Learning Programme. It is a two-year project which started on December 1 2013, with the primary aim of creating a new teaching methodology to increase literacy levels, by engaging young people in their national literatures. Presently, across the EU, more than a fifth of children and young people (22 per cent) rarely or never read in their own time and nearly a fifth (17 per cent) would be embarrassed if their friends saw them reading. Many school students lack knowledge of national and European literature. Teachers find it hard to interest children in reading literature but agree that the use of ICT could help raise the level of students' interest.
The project team believe that this issue can be addressed by using digital tools to give pupils the opportunity to talk to fellow pupils in the partner countries and share the e-artefacts that they create during the project -these could be a video, podcast, filmed play or animation about a legendary character such as Robin Hood (or Jánošík, the Polish Robin Hood). During the project teachers and pupils will use their new information and digital literacies to create e-artefacts for sharing with partner schools and beyond. In the first phase of the project partner teachers from schools in Croatia, Denmark, Poland, Sweden and the UK came together in Stoke-on-Trent for a three-day workshop hosted by Staffordshire University on March 17-19. The team met to discuss how teachers can work with their pupils and students to discover a love for literature through digital collaboration and creativity. The workshop was led by Janet Hetherington (Staffordshire University), Dr Mark Childs (Coventry University) and Dr Geoff Walton (Northumbria University). Its aim was to foster a working relationship between participant teachers -our experts from across the partner EU countries. The common theme for all of the workshops was ways in which teachers can encourage pupils and students to engage in their national literatures and enjoy reading.
As tea and biscuits were consumed, friendships, conversations and ideas emerged. Teachers had the opportunity to meet each other, share experiences and have a rare opportunity to reflect outside of the classroom and start to generate some new and exciting ideas to help support reading in their schools.
As part of the workshop the team visited St Mary's Roman Catholic Primary School in Newcastle-under-Lyme. This provided an opportunity to talk to children and meet teachers. Through doing this, the team shared differences and similarities between schools and education across the partner countries, and considered some of the practicalities in developing a reading project which used online tools. http://dx.doi.org/10.11645/8. 1.1906 There were also opportunities to learn more about e-artefacts. The workshop participants (facilitators and teachers) started by agreeing that an e-artefact is anything digital; a photograph, video, blog entry, tweet or Facebook post. The conversation was continued by discussing what the preferred teaching and learning methods might be, what online tools teachers could use to achieve them and how existing expertise of online tools could be shared. This information was reviewed by all participants and used to start to make decisions about what teachers might do and use to help achieve the goal of getting pupils and students to engage in reading literature. Participants also thought about how pupils and students wanted to engage with their peers from other countries and about the sorts of technology and aspects of reading which they were most interested in. Participants agreed that they wanted to demonstrate how this new approach, through the production of eartefacts, can be shared with other pupils and students in both their own school but also with their peers in Europe.
Finally, participants discussed and identified teachers' training needs, which informed the creation of an online training course to give teachers the digital capabilities to help their pupils create e-artefacts to share with their fellow learners across the EU. The facilitators received very positive feedback from teacher participants.
Feedback and evaluation
Below is a sample of emails received after the workshop: It is clear that the teacher participants thoroughly enjoyed the workshop and the facilitators (on behalf of the project team) achieved their primary aim of creating a cohesive community of practice. The team hope to continue in this spirit of collaboration through the online workshop and into the pilot implementation.
